FLEET  CANAL  AND  THAMES   QUAY
they were constantly associated with the work, and they were
regularly paid by the City for their services on this score.1
But, without in any way belittling their contribution to its
conception and progress, it is plain that Wren was the directing
authority. His report caused the revision of Fitch's initial
contract, and, though the second contract states that the
changes had been introduced 'by and with the advice and
direction of Christopher Wren Esqre his Maties Surveyor
and the ... Citty Surveyors\z the actual entry of the report
gives it as Wren's, adding 'which was also assented to by
Mr. Hooke' in brackets after it.3 The report of November 2Oth,
1672, the last of the important amending reports, is still more
conclusive. Deferential almost to the point of servility, its
preamble begins: 'Wee whose names are subscribed . .. Have
together with Christopher Wren Esqre his Majesties Sur-
veyor Generall and the City Surveyors viewed and considered,
and debated concerning the severall additional p[ar]ticulars
of the New Work at Fleet River and the Wharfs thereof [and
the rates to be paid for them] Which although they were all
principally referred to the judgment & determinacon of Mr.
Surveyor generall, yet in great modestie & civility he was
pleased to desire this View and conference to be ordered as
above for the more p[ar]ticular and ample satisfaccon of this
Comtee. To whom Wee now Certify that Mr. Surveyor
generall after severall Views upon the place, and after con-
ferences with the City Surveyors was pleased himself to read
to Us this following draught of his and their thoughts &
judgments and comunicate to Us the nature and reason of
every p[ar]ticular.'4 Further tributes to the great care and
1  See the Coal Duty Account Books, I, passim*
2 GuildhallRecs., Deeds, 37.16.            3 C.L.O., 1671-74, f. i8v et seq.
4 Entered in C.I.O., 1671-74, ff. 43V-46. The rates to be paid for the work are also
entered, and the whole report is endorsed 'Attested as to the manner of the Works and
Rates above mencioned by* and then signed by Wren, Hooke and Oliver* A section of
it dealt with a double sasse (sluice) for protecting the works and acting as a toll gate for
the barges and lighters entering from the Thames. Wren had declared this to be
necessary, and the committee had thereupon requested him to call in experts and to dis-
cuss how best to proceed. This he did, spending some hours in consultation with
Jonas Moore, surveyor of the Tower Works, and Hooke. The committee recommended
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